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1)S Responsive to conDmunication(s) filed on 18 May 2006 . 
2s)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 9-32 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 9-22 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-152. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species: 

Claims 9, 12, 16, 19: 

drawn to a receiver including a receiving portion & at least a 
plurahty of flexible members including platforms / first portions 
/ fij-st end & engaging portions / second end / second portions; 

Amended claim 23, new claim 27: 

drawn to separate receiving portion and flexible members (as 
now amended in claim 23); 

drawn to separate receiver and holding members with flange (as 
now presented in new claim 27). 

Currently, no claim is generic. 

Newly submitted claims 23*32, that includes amended claims 23 26 are 
directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from the invention originally 
claimed for the following reasons: 
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(1) xmlike Species represented by independent claims 9, 12, 16 and 19, the 
Species of independent claims 23 & 27 either have separate receiving portion from 
the flexible members (cl. 23) or separate receiver and holding members with flange 
(cl. 27); 

(2) applicant also remarked/argued on page 9, hne 3-4, that claim 23 recites 
separateness of the receiving portion and respective flexible members. In the 
remarks/arguments on bottom of page 9 and continning on page 10, new claim 27 
recites that the receiver for receiving a rotatable member is separate from the 
holding members. 

Since apphcant has received an action on the merits for the originally 
presented invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original 
presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 23-32 are 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 
CFR 1.142(b) andMPEP § 821.03. 
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Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the newly 
amended feature "platforms" (cl. 9); "discontinuous" (cl. 19) must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

For examination purposes it will be construed that the following elements are 
the same: platforms, first portions, first end; and engaging portions, second 
end, second portions. 

Since the AppHcant did not differentiate claim 19 from claim 12 (see Remarks 
on page 9), it is considered that both claims represent the same embodiment. 
If the AppUcant argues otherwise, than it should be grouped with restricted 
species of cl. 23 & 27. 

Corrected drawing sheets in comphance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the appUcation. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." 
If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
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the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an appUcation must be labeled in the top margin 
as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant wiU be notified and 
informed of any reqviired corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections xmder this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ■- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for 
patent in the United States. 

4. Claim(s) 9-22 are rejected vmder 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Weber (3670413). 

As shown in the marked up figures below, Weber discloses- 


Platforms, second 
portions, second 
ends 


engaging portion, first 
portions, first ends 
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independent cl. 9: 

lawnmower blade assembly comprising: 
a shaft (15); 

a stub (hub 14' groove 19 & cylindrical portion 20) in communication with shaft (fig 

2); 

a blade (12); 

a receiver coupled to the blade (fig 2) including: 
a receiving portion (central web 22); 
flexible members (spring clips 13) including: 

engaging portions and platforms disposed at opposite ends (see fig 
above); 

cl. lO: 

shaft, stub, blade, receiver are coaxial (fig 2); 
cl. li: 

stub outer & receiving portion inner surfaces capable of allowing a sufficient but 
minimal amount of play (fig 3); 


independent cl. 12: 
lawnmower blade comprising: 
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a blade body, cutting portions & platform (12) 

a receiver coupled to the platform, and the receiver & platform are substantially 
coaxial (fig 2) including: 

flexible members (spring dips 13) including: 

first and second portions disposed at opposite ends (see fig above); 

cl. 13: 

first portions of the flexible members include bodies for spring hke behavior (spring 
cUps 13); 

cl. 14: 

receiver includes: a receiving portion (central web 22); 
cl. 15: 

receiving portion inner surface capable of receiving a portion of a rotatable member 
& allowing a sufficient but minimal amount of play (fig 3); 

independent cl. 16: 

lawnmower blade comprising: 

a blade body, cutting portions & platform (12) 
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a receiver coupled to the platform, and the receiver & platform are substantially 
coaxial (fig 2) including: 

a receiving portion (central web 22); 

flexible members (spring clips 13) including: 

first and second portions disposed at opposite ends (see fig above); 

cl. 17: 

flexible members include bodies for spring Uke behavior (spring cUps 13); 
cl. 18: 

receiving portion inner surface capable of receiving a portion of a rotatable member 
& allowing a sufficient but minimal amount of play (fig 3); 

independent cl. 19 (also see drawing objection above): 

lawnmower blade comprising: 

a blade body, cutting portions & platform (12) 

a receiver coupled to the platform, and the receiver & platform are substantially 
coaxial (fig 2) including: 

flexible members (spring cHps 13) including: 

first ends including first portions and second ends including second 
portions disposed at opposite ends (see fig above); 
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cl. 20: 

first portions of the flexible members include bodies for spring Kke behavior (spring 
clips 13); 

cl. 2i: 

receiver includes: a receiving portion (central web 22); 


cl. 22: 

receiving portion inner surface capable of receiving a portion of a rotatable member 
& allowing a sufficient but minimal amount of play (fig 3); 
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Response to Arguments 
5. Applicants arguments filed 5/18/2006 have been fiilly considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

AppUcant is requested to review the above detailed rejection in view of Applicant's 
arguments and amendments. 

In re arguments on page 9, Hnes 7-14, appears to be directed to the Species 
restricted out. 

In response to apphcant's argument that Weber fails to teach structure that 
would have holding forces of the blade etc... (page 9, In 15-21), the fact that 
appHcant has recognized another advantage which would flow naturally from 
following the suggestion of the prior art cannot be the basis for patentability when 
the differences woxild otherwise be obvious. See Ex parte Obiaya, 227 USPQ 58, 60 
(Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1985). And furthermore, it is unclear what "structure" is 
missing from Weber that is claimed. 

Arguments with respect to new claims 27-32 are not germane, since it has been 
restricted out. 
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Conclusion 

Any inqviiry concerning this communication or earlier communications jfrom 
the examiner should be directed to Arpad Fabian Kovacs whose telephone number 
is 571 272 6990. The examiner can normally be reached on Mo"Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are vmsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas B. WiU can be reached on 571 272 6998. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the 
Patent AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
pubUshed applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800*786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 


272-1000. 
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